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21, Mthag plans have beern prepered by the Temtrel Sec-
E n Q| TRETIRL O vhe SED for e reorﬁanization of agriculfure in the
i £ & | Sovlet zone. In public it is denied thet sny chenges are reditated;
e85 g | thus Payul Merker wrote in Egues De Jepd on 14 August 1948:
= o 8 | "The SED does pot plen tp cgrry out a second land reform which would
o > 5 | divide the ‘TOpertg of the large farmers, as Is alleged for obvious
21 > 2| repeons, I réiéx s the land reform as conpleted, snd rejects
g0Ysd @ | tnterferepce with the property and ownership status of the peessents,
22585 x big and little." ‘
RRASG 7 2 ’ , L
“Qé&ajt——gr preperations hsve bteen rede to

Nevertheless
reduce the lim or expropriation of ferm land from 1CC to 50

hectares., Propagendas egeinst the owners of lsrge farms hes elreedy
started, They are zccused of controlling the Vereinigung der gegen-
seitigen Peuernhilfe (VigR) in the villeges, and of exploiting this
comtrol to the detriment of the "new farmers". Further, they ere
reprogched as "exploiting" (in contrast to "laboring") farrers,
“peezuse theg employ farm latorers, These zrguments were stressed by
Walter Ulbricht st the Vorstand meeting on 15 September. :

—that the purpose is not merely to chenge the

composition of the ranaging committees of locel VdgB grovps, but

rather, he saysi to eliminete the large formers and then to "collec-
a

'ﬁi"Vizeé the vil es, It is asserted thet this rrocess will! begin
with the estgblisﬁment of a few "model kolkhozes"™ which will be
advertised through = vigorous propsgends campsign, Getherings of
farmers will then adopt unanimous resolutions in favor of collec-
tivization of &11 farm lend, end the state governmenis or the
occupying power will anrounce that they must accede to an over-
whelming public demand. this procedure "the psth of

voluntary compulsion”.

It is pointed out that although 3 203,461 hectares of land were
expropriated in 1947, only 2,143 %27 hectzres were distrituted to

~ the lsndless peassnts. The remainaer hes become the propcrty of the
" gtates and comrunitiles. Agricultural mschinery end rural Industries
were not distributed, tut were turned over to the ¥agB, which\npugﬁaw
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4,476 mechinery loan stetions
2656 mzchine parkdpg areazs
1,258 wheel shops
1,409 smithies
i‘% I’e‘g»air shors
15 mills - N
brickyerds CRITIRENELAL
1.;,,0‘ trectors

ad under the "land reform" irncluded 1,972,217
ﬂ¥ #ﬁ%# lend end sture and 991 307 hectares Yof
It has rn pro in 2 pgsolution adopted on
phey o %*'?m Forest Qani‘e?eng of the Gerran Apri-
3@%@% meefing -t Oberhof in Truringie, thet =211

iﬂ amts who possess mocdlend be orgenized into "VdgB Forest
goctations", 1n order to facilitete the Joint reanerement of the

fﬁm gts and meke them rore profitable, Hﬁegg
: giﬁh# would be snklogous to the collective farms of the
1011; ’
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